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Some species like the Great  Horned  Owl (above) and 

American Woodcock (below left) are best found early 

in the season. Consider  doing a Nocturnal Owl 

Survey, woodcock survey, or starting  atlassing early 

this year for species that might otherwise get missed.  
 

 

PRIORITY SQUARES 
 

If you are able to wander further afield in 2014, talk to 

your Regional Coordinator about priority squares – 

some only need a few hours to complete  to 10 hours 

and we want to ensure that they all get covered
 

                        C. Artuso 

As we enter our final year, consider the following   

to help achieve the best coverage possible: 
 

POINT COUNTS 
 

If you can point count, please give priority to point 

counting in 2014. Your Regional Coordinators are 

now prioritising squares for  point count and 

atlassing coverage and can help focus your efforts.  

 

GENERAL ATLASSING 
 

After examining the data collected             

to date, we have realised that most                 

atlassers don’t need 20 hours to fully atlas           

their squares. To achieve the best coverage   

possible, we suggest that, if you have completed 10 

hours in a square, try moving elsewhere (don’t 

worry, this will not affect those squares that already 

have more coverage). We understand that people 

may wish to stick close to their home squares but, 

if possible, consider branching out and  please 

contact your regional coordinator in advance! 

To ALL 992 registered atlassers, thank you so much for the 

extraordinary effort to date! Let’s make the final year even 

better and produce the best atlas possible…  THANK YOU!  
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Mar 15:  Hawk watching has begun  

Mar 15:  Nocturnal Owl Surveys have begun  

April 5:  La Riviere Raptor Festival at Blair Morrison 

Hall, La Riviere 

Apr 13:  Manitoba Owls Presentation at Breakfast 

with Owls - Caboto Centre, Winnipeg 

(www.naturenorth.com/Gray_Owl/Gray_

Owl.html) for the Lady Gray’ll Fund  

Apr 30:  Birding for Beginners: Assiniboine Park 

English Gardens (6:30 pm), see 

www.naturemanitoba.ca & click on birding 

tab for Nature Manitoba events below 

May 1:  Owls and Woodcock Excursion, Nature MB  

May 1:  Birding By Ear Workshop - Part 1, 7 pm at 

FortWhyte Alive (www.fortwhyte.org) 

May 3:  Seven Sisters Birding Outing, Nature MB 

May 7:  Birding for Beginners - St Vital Park, Nature 

MB  

May 8:  Birding By Ear Workshop - Part 2, 7 pm at 

FortWhyte Alive  

May 14:  Birding for Beginners - Bunn's Creek, 

Nature MB   

May 15:  Birding By Ear Workshop - Part 3, 7 pm at 

FortWhyte Alive  

May 17:  Shoal Lakes Birding Outing, Nature MB 

May 21:  Birding for Beginners - King's Park, Nature 

MB   

May 28:  Birding for Beginners - La Barriere Park, 

Nature MB 

           FALL  ATLAS  CELEBRATION 
 

The atlas would like to plan a fall  gathering to 

celebratie the huge success of  our project. At this 

point, we believe the best date would be early 

November 2014. We are seeking your input on this: 
 

We are currently discussing a dinner event (with 

presentations). We’d like to keep the costs down, but 

that requires beginning to plan very soon. To get 

some sense of how to plan this event, could you email 

your responses to the following questions to 

mbatlas@birdscanada.org or phone us: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Please send us your thoughts on this… and if you 

might be willing to help in planning such an event, 

please get in touch! 

Who 

cooks for 

you, 

Manitoba 

? 

 Barred Owl  

By William Van Egmond 

CONFIRMED BREEDING: 
 

If you see ANY confirmed record (NB, DD, NU, FY, AE, 

FS, CF, NE, NY) in ANY square at ANY time (whether 

birding or not), PLEASE enter these at least as a casual 

observation or rare/colonial form
 Please provide 

coordinates for ALL Species At Risk (SAR)   

 

• Would you attend an atlas celebration dinner? 

• What date(s) / day(s) of week are  most convenient 

for you? 

• Would you be interested in giving a short “story 

swapping” presentation  (~ 5 min) on your atlas 

experience? 

• If we can partially subside a dinner, would you be 

willing to pay up to $20 to cover costs? 



Cochrane River , Lac Brochet  to Reindeer Lake by canoe 

2014 

Expedition Plans 

Courage Lake &  Gangler’s  Lodge outcamps by boat 

Little Churchill & Churchill Rivers by canoe  

Nunella area hike 

Southern Wapusk, York Factory with Parks Canada 

Kaskattama area hike 

Burntwood River by canoe (?) 

North Knife lodge by boat, South Knife River by canoe   

  South Indian Lake by boat 

Hudson Bay railway 

Lower Nelson River by boat 

Big Flat Lake by boat  

Limestone Bay by boat 

God’s River by canoe 

Pukatawagan Train Line 

 Minago River by canoe 

These are in the planning stages…  

get in touch if interested 

 Interlake Power line hike 

    Upper Winnipeg River           

 by boat 

Kinowa Bay by boat 
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OH 

Ma-ni-to-ba 

Ma-ni-to-ba 

Ma-ni-to-ba 

!! 
Eastside  

by helicopter 

& hiking 

South Seal River by canoe  

QUIZ: 
 

There are 5 species of birds in the 

banner on the front page of this 

newsletter. Can you spot them? An 

you identify them? See p9 for answers

 



Atlassing Adventures 

Trip of a Lifetime 
by Luke Berg 

    4 

This past summer my father and I went on a birding 

trip like nothing we had ever done before. Early in 

2013 there was a general email request sent out 

through the Ontbirds listserve for knowledgeable 

birders to help with remote atlassing for the 

Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas. I replied that my 

father and I were interested, with myself as the 

birder and my father as the camping support person. 

At first Christian Artuso of the MBBA was a bit 

cautious, given that I was only 14 years old, but after 

a couple of telephone interviews we were accepted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Time passed quickly, and before we knew it we were 

on the flight to Winnipeg; something I never 

imagined doing. The adventure started early with 

half of our equipment going missing on the flight, 

before it showed up 12 hours later. We met with our 

other team members, Rick Wilson and Rob Worona, 

and discussed our plan of approach to the trip.  
  

The next day we flew out of Lac du Bonnet by float 

plane to a remote hunting lodge on Wrong Lake, 

where we began our trip.  General atlassing began 

right away with Turkey Vultures near the lodge. We 

paddled to a nearby point where we set up our first 

camp. From there we did our first point  counts the 

next day. We had brought stoves and fuel for the 

whole trip; however, it soon became apparent that 

cooking over a fire was faster and more efficient. 
 

Daily we would rise at 4:30 to be out doing bird 

counts by 5am. The mosquitoes apparently set their 

alarm clocks even earlier, always being ready at the 

tent door waiting for breakfast. We would do point 

counts for several hours, generally getting back to 

camp by about 12:00 (taking an hour or so to get 

back from our assigned counting area) and have 

breakfast. We would then break camp and move on 

to the next atlassing square, doing general atlassing 

while on our paddle; a very enjoyable part of the 

trip. We depended heavily on Rick’s knowledge of 

the backwoods and excellent map he had made. He 

even had a few points of interest marked out, like  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

pictographs. The birding itself was very rewarding. I 

saw over 130 species while atlassing, (147 species in 

total for the trip). Some highlights were 22 species 

of warbler including singing Connecticut, Surf 

Scoters (unexpected!), Olive-sided Flycatcher, 

American Black Duck, and an immature Golden 

Eagle that circled overhead on our second last day.  
  

Overall it was a very special experience: an 

opportunity to explore a remote area of backwoods 

Manitoba, its birds, wildlife, fish and geography. We 

were fortunate enough to have Rob and Rick to atlas 

and travel with. We would highly recommend 

anyone with the necessary birding and back-country 

canoeing skills and experience to apply to take on 

this rewarding task.  

Photos : Gary & Luke Berg 



From The Field 

Winnipeg Winter Owls 
by Josiah Van Egmond 

Photos by the Van Egmond family 

This was the first winter I was really interested in 

birds. In the fall I was afraid there wouldn’t be very 

many winter birds and I would lose interest. Now, 

that winter is almost over, I don’t see how that could 

have been possible, I’m more interested in birds than 

ever. We had a very exciting winter, seeing many 

cool birds, especially owls.  Actually, if I wasn’t 

looking hard, it would have been a very boring 

winter for birds. There were barely any redpolls, 

Pine Grosbeaks or Snowy Owls. Fortunately we saw 

many owls to keep the cold winter exciting! 
 

As winter came I started taking walks to our small 

forest to look for the Great Horned Owl we had seen 

in previous winters. I soon began seeing it often. The 

owl was one of the things that got me interested in 

birds and it kept me interested in birds through the 

winter. It was hard to get pictures of this owl and at 

first I only managed  a few pictures of it flying away 

from me. Finally one day, the owl flew onto a tree in 

plain view. I had finally gotten good pictures of the 

owl that has been here a long time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

My first Christmas Bird Count was at Oak 

Hammock. I was with Christian Artuso as we 

counted birds in the zone assigned to us. When we 

were finished counting and heading back, we spotted 

something sitting in tall tree, a Northern Hawk Owl! 

It was my first and a highlight for the whole count.  

In February, we went on an ‘owl prowl’ with 

Christian, looking for Manitoba’s provincial bird, 

the Great Gray Owl. I hadn’t seen one yet, and was 

quite excited when we went. First we stopped at 

Lockport to look for a Northern Hawk Owl. Sure 

enough the owl was there. After taking some photos, 

we went to Breezy Point Rd, where we saw three 

Great Gray Owls. One was       

sitting really close to the road      

which gave us amazing photos.          

We watched it as it listened for                            

voles under the snow.                                  

Eventually it flew but it was so      

close it didn’t completely fit in                               

the frame. We finally decided to                             

go. On the way back  home we                                        

stopped by the Northern Hawk                             

Owl, getting some more photos. 
 

One early March afternoon, we were eating snacks. I 

jumped up as I saw an owl sitting right by our 

feeder. I identified it quickly, Barred Owl! A new 

bird for me! It stayed for a while as we took pictures 

of it. It eventually flew off into the trees. We went 

outside and continued taking pictures. I got a good 

picture of it flying. The next day I was sick with the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

flu, so my brothers went out to look for it. It was 

right beside the trail . My brothers got some really 

good pictures of it. The owl sat in a tree all day and 

night, in view of our window. It then flew down to 

the ground to eat some prey it had caught. An owl 

tour was going on in the area so a big group came to 

our house to see it. Unfortunately the conditions 

were very poor and the owl flew farther into the 

forest as the big group came. We continued seeing it 

for the next few days but we                                            

haven’t seen it since. Some other                             

cool birds we saw this winter were                                          

a Northern Shrike and an                                         

immature Northern Goshawk .                                  

Overall, it was a very productive                               

winter, with  many new birds seen.                         

Thanks to the winter owls, I am                                    

more interested in birding than ever!     5 



 

On March 26, 2010, The Interlake Spectator had a 

photo of a Red-headed Woodpecker on the front 

page, with the headline “Citizen-scientists to take 

part in bird monitoring”. It caught my attention as I 

had always had an interest in wild birds, owned a 

few field guides, and had always wanted to learn but 

never had anyone to take me under their wing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I kept on reading the article. On page two there was 

a box that said, “...Anyone with a pair of binoculars 

and bird watching experience, or even a desire to 

learn about birds, can participate...” That sentence 

had me! I had the desire and maybe this was my 

chance to be able to learn from real birders! 
 

So in April of 2010 I drove to Fort Whyte for my 

first introduction to the Manitoba Breeding Bird 

Atlas. I felt a little intimidated as we went for a walk 

around. There were a number of birds that I didn’t 

really know and I hoped I wouldn’t be asked to ID 

any bird. Despite feeling like a beginner, I left the  
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From The Field 

session feeling super excited about this whole project. 

I bought the least expensive Garmin GPS I could find 

and headed back to our home near Hodgson. 
 

Within a week, I was hearing a really cool twittering 

sound at dusk in numerous areas near our house. 

There was a bird that made a “beent” sound while on 

the ground, but would then fly high and descend in a 

manner that resembled an out-of-control helicopter! I 

had an  idea what the species was and ,after checking 

my field guide, confirmed  that “my out of control 

helicopter” was indeed an  American Woodcock! Not 

only did I have a positive ID but I had one of my first 

Atlas data entries in my square...a “D” for display! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Since my first introduction to the Atlas, I have 

learned a huge amount. There have been many people 

who have answered my sometimes ridiculous 

questions and who gently nudged me in directions 

that seemed a little beyond what I thought I was 

capable of. It’s because of these people that birding 

has become my favorite hobby... maybe an obsession. 
 

Fast forward to 2014... I guess most birders have a 

goal in mind. For me, it is to finish off my squares 

that I committed to back in 2010. But another one of 

my goals has been to witness a Sharp-tailed Grouse 

lek. On March 13th , that I was driving to work and, 

looking across a field, I noticed a flock of Sharp-

tailed Grouse. This wasn’t an unusual scene, but as I 

slowed down I realized that these birds were dancing! 

This was the “lek” I had  someday hoped to witness! I 

reached for my camera bag, pulled out my camera 

and turned it on  – black screen! Here was my “dream 

lek” and my camera was dead! So I did what any 

birder would do, I grabbed my binoculars and sat 

there while watching the wing-fluttering and aerial 

leaps of these 9 grouse. With the window down, I was 

able to hear the singing. To me, these birds resembled 

little miniature upright Hoover vacuum cleaners 

spinning and dancing  out of control!    6 

From Helicopters to Vacuums 
by Joanna Smith 

Joanne’s out-of-control 

helicopter, the American 

Woodcock. Photo: C. Artuso.  

NOTE: the twittering sound 

Joanne described is not a call 

but is made by the vibrations 

of specially modified outer 

primary feathers. 



From The Field 

Joanne’s dancing vacuum cleaners – lekking Sharp-tailed Grouse. Photo: Donna Martin  

What’s more, they were dancing on 3 feet of  packed 

snow. This will probably be one of my 2014 birding 

highlights and I wasn’t even  birding at the time! 

While I sat there, totally amazed , a vehicle sped by, 

sending rocks flying at my car... apparently there was 

somewhere important to go. Little did the driver 

know they had just missed the opportunity to witness 

one of nature’s neatest avian breeding displays!  

From Helicopters to Vacuums Cont. 

Photo Crop 

 

1.  Pileated Woodpecker (H), March 2013, by Joanne Smith 

2.  Bald Eagle near nest (March, 2014), by Donna Martin 

3.  Gray Jay (FY) on May 25, 2013 in Woodlands area, by Julie Yatsko 

5. Ruffed Grouse, Feb 2014, by Donna Martin 

    1. 

     7 

  2. 

  3.   4. 



Photo Crop 

1.   A pair of Common Ravens carrying sticks (NB), March 2014 by Donna Martin          

2.   White-breasted Nuthatch nest builidng (NB) in spring by Diann Eliott 

3. Great Horned Owl with young (NY) by Gerald Machnee 

4. Black-backed Woodpecker at nest (NY) by Garry Budyk 

5. Greater Yellowlegs (X) by Shirley Lannoo – NOTE that Greater Yellowlegs and Lesser 

Yellowlegs are both very difficult to atlas because of the presence of migrants through 

most of June and July. Most sightings in southern MB must be coded as X (unless you see 

birds displaying from tree tops in large bog complexes) 

     8   

 5. 

   1. 2. 

  3.  4. 
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Useful Information 

The Baillie Fund  
 

 

If you travel to remote  

parts of the province to 

atlas, we can cover 

some of your expenses 

to a maximum of $500 

through the Baillie 

Fund. For example, if 

you travel more than 

300 km from home, gas 

mileage is reimbursed at 

$0.20 / km) Please click 

on the following icon on 

the atlas website home 

page for details: 

 

 

 

 
 

For 2014, please consult 

us for pre-approval of 

reimbursement to avoid 

disappointment. If you 

don’t qualify for the 

Baillie Fund, please 

keep any appropriate 

receipts ask us for a tax 

receipt to help defray 

your costs. 

Remember:  We want this newsletter to be a voice for all involved.  Please send us your photos, your 

stories, your questions, and your feedback!  
Quiz Answer: 
 

The species are Common Tern (x 3), 

Caspian Tern, Bonaparte's Gull, Greater 

Yellowlegs and Spotted Sandpiper. 

 

Once we start work of the design and layout of 

our finished atlas, we will be calling on all of you 

for your input. This will be a different 

opportunity to be a part of this great project. One 

example of this is that we will be looking for 

photos that show the habitat of each species in 

the Manitoba context. This type of photo will 

likely be more useful than great portrait photos of 

you favourite birds, so consider taking along a 

small lens this summer!.  

 

The image on the left shows the top right corner 

of the atlas website (www.birdatlas.mb.ca). 

Click on the image of the Red-headed 

Woodpecker to see examples of habitat photos 

(and information on Species At Risk) 

 

Click on Dendroica to practice identifying bird 

by their songs or by sight (from photos) – there is 

even a quiz to help you learn. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Christian Artuso (Atlas Coordinator),    

Bonnie Chartier (Assistant Coordinator) 

The Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas 

24-200 Saulteaux Cr, Winnipeg, MB R3J 3W3 

Tel:       204-945-6816   or  204-945-7758         

Toll-free:  1-800-214-6497           

Fax: 204-945-3077 

Email:  cartuso@birdscanada.org   or   mbatlas@bsc-eoc.org 

Habitat Photos 

A Note on Data Entry 
 

Some atlassers have asked about the “abundance” category on the standard 

breeding evidence form. Please note that you are NOT required to enter 

abundance codes because we can better calculate abundance from point counts 

and “Daily observations” (online: “Daily observations” is the alternative to the 

“Standard form” under the “Breeding Evid.” option). It is, however, very 

important to include your visit numbers in the correct sequence. Thank you! 



THANK YOU to ALL Atlassers, Funders & Supporters  

Especially, thank you to... YOU! 


