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To all 804 registered
atlassers, who have now
logged over 100,000 records,
what can we say but

THANK YOU!
C. Artuso

C. Artuso

April 21st & 22nd

Upcoming Events
ANNUAL SPRING WORKSHOP
Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre

See page 6 for full details. Bring your questions and your binoculars (and your old data forms if you need help with
data entry) and we will help each other in all aspects of atlassing! Sessions on Saturday morning, Saturday afternoon,
Sunday morning and Sunday morning (morning session begin at 9:30 am, afternoon sessions at 1 pm). We have two
great presenters at the noon hour as well including the chance to see some of Dennis Fast’s amazing photography!

April 25th & 27th

INFORMAL SPRING WORKSHOPS
Assiniboine Park

Join us at 6:30 pm on for an informal bird identification and atlassing workshop. We will meet at the footbridge that
provides access to the park from Portage (south side of the river inside Assiniboine Park) and walk along the river
trails identifying spring migrants by field marks and, with a little luck, by song.

May 2nd, 4th & 9th

INFORMAL SPRING WORKSHOPS
Assiniboine Park

More informal bird identification and atlassing workshops at Assiniboine Park (details as above).

May 3rd

WARBLER WORKSHOP
FortWhyte Alive

Join Christian Artuso at 6 pm for a presentation on warbler identification and a birding walk (admission required)

Species At Risk

Extra, extra!

As part of our ongoing efforts to engage citizen scientists
and inform more people about Species At Risk (SAR)
monitoring, we have been quietly working on a new SAR website that
will show case all avian SAR that breed in Manitoba, providing habitat photos and
descriptions, and Manitoba-specific information on what to do and what not to do
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for Species At Risk.. This was put together by University of Winnipeg student
Richard Stecenko as part of a practicum for a rhetoric course; however, Richard went
over and above the call of duty in designing the site. Look for a link on the atlas page VERY SOON!

Lisa Mahon near God’s Lake. Photo by Todd Mahon

Our Case For Support
If you study the effort map below, we hope you will be suitably
impressed by what we have achieved together! However, you
may also notice that there are some big coverage gaps in the
road-less areas of our province (red ovals in the map) that
we will need to fill somehow in order to achieve our goal
of comprehensive coverage. This is where the atlas needs
your help! Planning expeditions into these remote areas
takes both skilled volunteers and also a lot of money. Even
though we receive in-kind support in some circumstances, we
always have to budget for flights, boat gas, specialised safety
equipment such as satellite phones or SPOT meters, transportation
of canoes and other equipment, and general supplies. An enormous
amount of logistical planning is going on behind the scenes to makes
trips into those “red ovals” possible and to ensure the safety of our fear less volunteers and crewmembers!
Each year, our efforts are
increasing… and so are our costs!
This is another way we would
appreciate your help! A small
donation to the atlas means the
world to us, whether you add it
onto your annual tax receipt form
for expenses incurred while
atlassing or through the “Donate
to the Atlas” button on the atlas
front page. Every little bit helps
to fill the gaps! It is another taxdeductible little way you can
contribute, in addition of course
to the generous gift of the time
you spend atlassing and entering
your data… all of which is very
greatly appreciated!

Thank you!

Common Tern by Linda Huisman

Our Data At Work

Hmn, could
be useful!

We are only two field seasons in, but our data is already proving useful
in many ways! Recently atlas staff were consulted by provincial
government’s Parks and Protected Area Initiative staff and incorporated
atlas data into their planning activities. Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas
data is also being used in some broader analyses by Bird Studies Canada
and other partners. Parks Canada recently used our data to invite
stakeholder participation in their planning work for the establishment of
a new National Park in central Manitoba (the proposed Manitoba
Lowlands National Park, which has been in the works for a long time but
which may slowly be moving forward now). The map below shows one
part of the interactive mapping the Parks Canada is using to engage
people in the process of creating a new park.
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Gearing Up for 2012
Big plans are afoot for 2012 and if you can paddle or
boat into remote areas we are especially keen to hear
from you. We are mounting a series of expeditions
and trying to pair up people with wilderness
experience with folks with bird identification
skills… the result is a staggering amount of
preparation but this is the only way we are going to
cover those vast roadless tracts of Manitoba where
the biggest data gaps occur!

Nocturnal Owl Surveys
If you are doing Nocturnal Owl Surveys this year,
remember that we have devised a way to share
that data with the atlas. In addition to mailing in
your paper data forms, you could greatly assist us
by entering your data on line. Click on the links
under “Nocturnal Owl Surveys and the Atlas” on
http://birdatlas.mb.ca for details.

Before you go into the field this year, remember that it is worthwhile to consult the priority squares maps at
http://birdatlas.mb.ca/mbdata/pdfdownload.jsp?lang=en and the “total number of hours per square and
total number of point counts maps at http://birdatlas.mb.ca/mbdata/maps.jsp?lang=en. These will be
guiding our efforts in 2012. If you already have a long species list for your square, consider branching out to
new squares to help us meet our coverage targets… we will be extremely grateful!

Priority Square Maps

Completed Point Count Map

Total Coverage Map

DATA… don’t waste a drop of it!
Immature
Red-breasted
Nuthatches

Linda Huisman

We understand that some people are struggling with
atlas data entry and we appreciate the efforts people
have made to learn how to do it. We also realise that
some people are frustrated by the complexities of the
online system and hence may not have completed
data entry. Even though the data entry is closed for
2010 and 2011, there is still a way to enter old data.
If you have old data IN ANY FORMAT please mail
or email us and we can enter it under your name.
Every little piece of data is precious and we would
hate to see data wasted. Remember, atlas staff are
here to help! You can also bring your old forms to
Oak Hammock on April 20th or 21st to ask us for
help!

Oak Hammock Spring Workshop Schedule
SATURDAY April 21st

All sessions follow same format

Session 1:

9:30 am

Introduction to Atlassing
This include the opportunity to ask specific questions

10:00 am

Atlassing in the Field
We will break into small groups for this component and offer assistance
in atlassing methods and bird identification tips as required.

11:00 am

Data Entry Workshop
Any data collected from the groups will be entered using the atlas online
system – a great way to learn how to do this! If you have questions on
data entry, this is the time to ask!

Lunch Session 1: 12:00 noon

Identification of Difficult Sparrows
Indoor presentation by Ward Christianson

Session 2:

1:00 pm

Introduction to Atlassing

2:00 pm

Atlassing in the Field

3:00 pm

Data Entry Workshop
Sora by
Linda Boys

SUNDAY April 22nd
Session 3:

9:30 am

Introduction to Atlassing

10:00 am

Atlassing in the Field

11:00 am

Data Entry Workshop

Lunch Session 2: 12:00 noon

Birds of Manitoba
Indoor presentation by Dennis Fast

Session 4:

1:00 pm

Introduction to Atlassing

2:00 pm

Atlassing in the Field

3:00 pm

Data Entry Workshop

Canvasback (FY) by Peter Taylor

Photo Crop

From Top Left: Red-breasted Merganser nest (NE) by Lee Giesbrecht, Hairy
Woodpecker juvenile (left) and male (right) by Linda Boys (note that this juvenile is
too well developed to be coded FY), Common Eider (P) and King Eider (X) by
Katharine Schulz, Greater Yellowlegs nest (NE) by Christian Artuso, and two photos
of a Ring-billed Gull (NY) and Common Tern (NY) colony by Chris Smith.

Photo Crop

From top left: Spotted Sandpiper (NE) by Chris Smith, Bald Eagle (NY)
photographed from the train to Churchill by Ryan Porteous, Red-necked Grebe
(D) by Jennifer Spallin, Common Merganser (FY) by Linda Huisman, Eastern
Kingbird (NY) by David Bruinsma, Hooded Merganser (FY) by Stuart Oikawa

Useful Information

2011 ATLAS STATS (as of March 25th 2012)
Registered Atlassers: 804
General Atlassing:
12,561 hours in 1,765 squares
Point Counts:
9,134 point counts in 673 squares
# Species:
282 spp: 247 confirmed, 20 probable, 15 possible

Lee Giesbreacht at Schmock Lake by Vic Reimer

Learning to Point Count
Being able to point count is the ultimate birding skill! There is nothing more satisfying than being able to
identify a bird even before you see it based on their song or call. Point counts are also one of the very best
tools available for determining the relative abundance of birds . The atlas is therefore trying to collect as
much point count data as possible.
We recognise that not everyone is comfortable point counting. But
one of the things we would like to do with this atlas is to help
people polish their skills. The atlas has several “song meters”
available that we can lend to volunteers. These devices make high
quality recordings of bird song. We could lend on of these devices
to any volunteer who is not comfortable point counting but who
would like to try improving their identification of bird song. If you
are interested, you would borrow a song meter and visit an agreed
square, completing 15 five-minute recordings (point counts) and
making notes on any birds seen during those five minutes. The
recording would be transcribed over the winter months and you
would be able to compare your field notes with the transcribers
notes – a great learning opportunity! Contact atlas staff for details!

The Baillie Fund
If you are travelling to a remote
area of the province to atlas, we
can cover some of your expenses
(maximum of $500) through the
Baillie Fund (if you travel > 300
km from home, gas mileage is
reimbursed at $0.20 / km). Please
click on the following icon on the
atlas front page for details:

CONTACT INFORMATION
Christian Artuso (Atlas Coordinator),
Bonnie Chartier (Assistant Coordinator)
The Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas
24-200 Saulteaux Cr, Winnipeg, MB R3J 3W3
Tel:
204-945-6816 or 945-7758
Toll-free: 1-800-214-6497
Fax: 204-945-3077
Email: cartuso@birdscanada.org or mbatlas@bsc-eoc.org

In 2012, please consult us for preapproval of reimbursement to
avoid disappointment. If you
don’t qualify for the Baillie Fund,
please keep any appropriate
receipts ask us for a tax receipt to
help defray your costs.

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS:
THANKS to ALL our 804 registered atlassers and to all those individuals and
organizations who offered financial and in-kind support, that makes the Atlas’s possible.

The Atlas partners and funders:

Atlas supporters:

